the uterus performed its functions with remarkable fidelity, while no unusual sound or movement disturbed the physiological monotony of the heart's action.
The last of these " attacks" preceding the one from which death resulted, occurred in February last, and was particularly violent and difficult of control.
She complained frequently of an acute pain in the heart, together with all the symptoms to which the term Angina Pectoris is applied by the authorities. After attempting a multitude of expedients, including the hypodermic use of morphia, I was constrained to employ chloroform, as had been repeatedly done before, until complete anEesthesia was produced.
Not an unfavorable symptom occurred, and the patient was not only greatly relieved, but really much benefitted by the remedy.
On the 27th of March last, she called at my office, and requested me to accompany her to the office of Professor Gorgas so as to be present and administer chloroform for the extraction of a tooth.
Having endeavored to dissuade her from taking the anaesthetic for so simple an operation, and finding that her mind was made up in this regard, and that her friends were fully aware of her intentions, I thought it my duty, at least, to see the dentist with her.
On the succeeding morning, I accompanied her to the office of Dr. Gorgas, and there learned from him that he had been unwilling to administer chloroform because of the supposed existence of some serious organic disease of the heart.
Having explained to him that the disease was nervous and not organic, that chloroform had been frequently used in her case not only with impunity but with positive benefit, and that there was, in reality, less danger to be apprehended in that instance than under ordinary circumstances, I then attempted to persuade her not to use the agent for so simple an operation as the one proposed. Upon reaching home, she appeared somewhat nervous and hysterical, but much less so than I had a right to expect from the excitement and fatigue to which she had been subjected, and than more trivial circumstances had induced on many previous occasions. She was perfectly intelligent; there was no drowsiness; and nothing approaching to the "anaesthetic condition" presented itself at that time, or afterwards. Some whiskey was administered, and she seemed to be doing well.
Just at this period the young lady who had accompanied her to the dental office, and who had been greatly in- My own experience, together with that of multitudes of surgeons who served on either side in the late struggle, sustains this conclusion to the fullest and farthest extent.
The previous history of Miss Jones' case convinces me that some tranquilizing but not depressing influence was exerted upon her by the secondary action of the chloroform, as she was much less nervous up to the attack of her friend than she had frequently been made by the most trivial circumstance when no such restraining power was in operation.
So far as the hypodermic use of the morphia is concerned the whole matter is readily disposed of.
She had repeatedly taken as much as a ivliole grain by this method, with impunity; the dose was too small a one to produce injurious effects under any circumstances, and her condition immediately preceding and succeeding her death, furnishes the most incontestable proof that she was not narcotised.
III. Did she really die of disease of the heart?
It has been demonstrated that neither the chloroform nor the morphia was instrumental in bringing about the sad termination. It has, also, been shown that she suffered at times from a most painful and dangerous affection of her heart?from a disease of that organ which had repeatedly placed her life in jeopardy. These circumstances, taken in conjunction with the suddenness of her demise, with the intense pain previously experienced in the precordial region, and with the condition of the body after death, her warm extremities, natural countenance, dry skin, normal pupils, &c., point with unerring certainty to the heart as the point from which the fatal shaft was hurled.
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